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Some Angles on University Examination Results 
The Vice -Chancellor, J. D. Story, I.S.O. 
University Examination results of the last two or three years , 
have provoked much discussion and views have varied as to 
causes. The failUres have been more pronounced in the earlier 
years of faculty courses than in the later years; though the 
failures provide food for thought and cause for concern, panic 
is to be deprecated. The call is for careful investigation with the 
objective of fact-finding and the evolving of measures of 
amelioration. 
Research discloses that the high percentage of failures in 
the earlier years is not confined to the University of Queensland; 
the other Universities in Australia; the Universities in Britain, 
Canada and the United States are having the same disconcerting 
experience. 
Of particular interest to us is the experience of the University 
of Toronto. That University has one of the largest enrolments 
of any University in the British Commonwealth; its enrolment is 
about 13,000; and its teaching staff is about 1,400. In the latest 
annual report of that University there are some comments which 
are pertinent to ourselves. I have adapted them to suit: quality 
rather than quantity must be stressed; continuous efforts must be 
made to ensure that the students who are admitted to the 
University are qualified for University work by their training in 
the secondary schools, by their intelligence and by their integrity; 
standards have been stiffened in the interests of a more selective 
and more fruitful co-operative effort of staff and students; in- 
struction in elementary work should not be a major concern of a 
University. 
It appears that standards for entrance to the University of 
Toronto were substantially raised in 19W in every Faculty except 
in Medicine and Dentistry; in those two Faculties, enrolment is 
limited and it is affirmed that the intense competition for 'places 
tends to secure a good standard of entrance. 
Despite the raising of entrance standards, four significant 
statements are made in the annual report. I paraphraSe them:- 
. (i) In some Faculties, notwithstanding higher entrance re- 
quirements, the failure rate at the end of the first year is 
alarming; 
(ii) The "Results of Annual Examinations" sets forth a record 
that is not, on the whole, a matter for congratulation; 
(iii) There may be a correlation between crammed timetables 
and higher failure rates; 
(iv) There many be another factor-"Teaching Methods"- 
that may have some bearing on failure rates. 
These statements prompted certain queries by the Toronto 
University Administration. I have culled those of the queries 
which are applicable to our University: I. have added one or two 
others:- 
(i) Are some University Courses overloaded? 
(ii) Is there a suitable correlation of time -tables? 
(iii) Has the instruction been adequate? 
(iv) Have the examination papers been too difficult? 
(v). Has the marking been too severe? . 
(vi) Should certain students have -been admitted to certain 
courses? 
(vii) Do existing University entrance requirements afford an 
adequate "yardstick" of ability and attainments? 
(viii) Are some basic subjects which should be included in 
courses, not so included? 
(ix) In certain courses is it necessary to teach, virtually, at pre, 
University level for the first year? 
(x) Have University "Teaching Methods", in general, a direct 
or indirect, bearing upon failure rates? 
Based upon conclusions, suggestions, and recommendations 
of the Select Committee appointed by the Senate of the Queens- 
land University to review and report upon the general subject 
of Matriculation and certain matters incidental thereto, the 
Professorial Board, in collaboration with the several Faculties, 
has been deputed by the Senate to review the existing Code of 
Matriculation requirements. 
In the review of Matriculation Requirements, which it 
is about to make, I think that our earnest and experienced 
Professorial Board may be trusted to give careful considera- 
tion'to the various factors which have been outlined herein. 
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As was to be expected, teaching methods 
have been drawn into the failure flurry; 
discussion has been widespread; argument 
has been incisive; I have reconstructed 
and condensed some of the salient points: 
(i) Since so much of the teaching 
in Universities is done by means of 
the lecture, it is plainly of import- 
ance that those who teach should 
know something cif the technique 
of lecturing; it is the students who 
suffer from routine teaching; 
(ii) Most teachers would agree that the 
general lecture serves a useful pur- 
pose in University instruction. It 
can give the student a broad 
perspective of his subject, help him 
to seize big ideas and arouse and 
sharpen his interest; 
(iii) War years have brought to older 
students broader realities than are 
to be found in text -book learnings; 
v) Universities should not continue in 
patterns long outmoded instead of 
pioneering in developing new .ap- 
proaches; 
With the availability of books and 
monographs, and the facilities for 
preparing and distributing mimeo- 
graphed outlines, there must be 
few courses in which the exclusive 
use .of dictation is justified; 
(v) 
J. Francis, M.Sc., M.R.C.V.S., 
In the past the term "Preventive 
Medicine" has been applied to the control 
and eradication of the major infectious 
diseases. Some diseases such as leprosy 
have been regarded as infectious since 
biblical times or before, and on occasion 
stringent measures were enforced for 
their control; but it was not until the end 
of the 19th century that the bacterial and 
viral nature of these diseases was fully 
appreciated and belief in their spontane- 
ous "origin abandoned. This permitted 
Preventive Medicine, or Sanitary Science 
as it was then called, to proceed on 
rational lines, but it should be realised 
that important practical measures were 
evolved for the control of these diseases 
before their nature was understood. 
. Jenner's development of vaccination 
against smallpox with the virus of cowpox 
(1796) was based on the observations of 
farm workers and probably still represents 
the most effective method of immunisation 
in man, Likewise, Pasteur's vaccine 
against rabies was developed before the 
mature of viruses was understood. The 
(vi) Independent thinking and intellec- 
tual power cannot be developed by 
a mere dictation of lecture notes to 
be slavishly copied in the note- 
books of students; 
A lecture should be something 
more than the reading of a mass of 
carefully prepared notes; 
A student whose sole dependence 
is on such notes will be at a loss to 
answer examination questions that 
involve a different approach or 
broader consideration. 
Some Universities overseas are conduct- 
ing experiments in the training of Junior 
Lecturers. A short Vacation school is 
held; the general plan of the school is 
essentially practical. The Instructors are 
chosen on account of their reputations as 
good University Lecturers and for their 
known interest in junior colleagues. In 
the account of one of these schools it is 
stated that an interesting feature was the 
use of tape -recorders; these recorders 
were found to be of great value; teachers 
and students heard themselves as others 
heard them; the machines also gave those 
who were preparing talks an opportunity 
for a speech rehearsal. The general re- 
sults of these vacation schools appear to 
have been encouraging. 
Preventive Medicine 
This move seems to contain elements 
of possibilities; the motives are good; 
our highly powered Faculty of Educa- 
tion may see merit in it. 
The policy of the Queensland Univer- 
sity has always been the policy of the open 
door the right of the student to enter 
the faculty of his choice provided that he 
has fully satisfied all prescribed require- 
ments. So far, suggestions for restrictions 
have been rejected consistently by suc- 
cessive Senates. To a Finance Commit- 
tee, enrolments have assumed an added 
significance these days; enrolments bring 
fees; fees are a major factor in the at- 
tracting of Commonwealth subsidy; lower 
enrolments connote lower fee -revenue, 
lower general income, and lower Com- 
monwealth subsidy. To a University 
which is not richly endowed through 
benefactions these are aspects which can- 
not be disregarded; aspects which, under 
the code of University ethics, may be 
somewhat sordid perchance, but which, 
regrettably, on the finance side, cannot be 
discarded. . 
The combining of quality and 
quantity may call for much academic 
adroitness; perhaps increasing academic 
fame may bring in its train increasing 
enrolments of quality. 
Professor of Preventive Medicine in the. Faculty of Veterinary Science 
great sanitary revolution which began in 
Britain about 1840 was based on the er- 
roneous assumption that diseases were 
generated spontaneously in filth, and there 
was good reason for such a belief in the 
cities of that period. 
It is not perhaps realised that about 
100 years ago there were still large piles 
of human excreta in city streets, and 
town cowsheds of the type described by 
Byng, 1847, were common. 
"Forty cows are kept in them, two 
in each seven feet of space. There is 
no ventilation, save by the unceiled tile 
roof, through which the ammoniacal 
vapours escape. 
. . . Besides the animals, 
there is at one end a large tank for 
grains, a storeplace for turnips and hay, 
and between them a receptacle into 
which the liquid manure drains, and the 
solid is heaped . . . the stench thence 
arising (is) insufferable." 
In 1771 Smollett described milk and its 
distribution in the following terms:- 
"The produce of faded cabbage - 
leaves and sour draff, loWered with hot 
water, frothed with bruised snails; car- 
ried through the streets in open pails, 
exposed to foul rinsings discharged from 
doors and windows, spittle, snot, and 
tobacco quids, from foot -passengers; 
overflowings from mud carts, spatter- 
ings from coach -wheels, dirt and trash 
chucked into it by roguish boys for the 
joke's sake; the spewings of infants, 
who have slabbered in the tin -measure, 
which is thrown back in that condition 
among the milk, for the benefit of the 
next customer; and finally, the vermin 
that drops from the rags of the nasty 
drab that vends this precious mixture, 
under the respectable denomination of 
milkmaid." 
that disease was 
man 
The assumption gen- 
erated spontaneously in dirt was incorrect 
but it will be appreciated that the removal 
of some of the filth from our cities did 
much to reduce disease in and 
animals. 
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For long periods Great Britain was re- 
latively free from the major infectious 
diseases of livestock which decimated the 
cattle population on the Continent. It 
is rather surprising that when cattle 
plague was introduced in 1714 modern 
methods of control were employed, such 
as killing and burying of affected animals, 
control of movement and disinfection of 
sheds. The disease was controlled in 
about six months with the loss of some 
6,000 cattle, and it is estimated that the 
same epizootic killed 11 million cattle 
on the Continent. The disease was again 
introduced in 1746 but much less vigorous 
methods of - control were used and it 
lingered on until 1759. 
At the first International Veterinary 
Congress which was organised by the 
brilliant veterinarian John Gamgee in 
1863, all the major epizuotics were ac- 
cepted as infectious and quarantine regu- 
lations formulated. This did not, however, 
impress Gamgee's contemporaries in 
England and when cattle plague was in- 
troduced in 1865 his advice that it should 
he controlled by slaughter and sanitary 
measures was scorned as "unscientific." 
A Royal Commission was appointed and 
much effort spent in a search for cures. 
By 1866 nearly 18,000 animals were being 
attacked each week and half the cattle in 
some counties had died. Sanitary regu- 
lations were then enforced under the 
Cattle Diseases Prevention Act and the 
disease quickly brought under control. 
This act led to the formation of the Veter- 
inary Department of the Privy Council 
which has now developed into the Animal 
Health Division of the Ministry of Agri- 
culture. All subsequent introductions of 
cattle plague have been readily controlled 
and diseases such as pleuropneumonia, 
glanders of horses, sheep pox and rabies 
eradicated. 
The one severe epizootic which has not 
been completely controlled in Great 
Britain is foot and mouth diseases. This 
is because the virus is able to live outside 
the body for considerable periods and be- 
cause it so easily infects animals that are 
exposed. Pigs in Great Britain are in- 
fected by being fed bones from Argentine 
meat which contain the virus in their 
marrow, but it is probable that the present 
serious epizootic is due to migrating 
birds carrying the virus from the Con- 
tinent, where the disease is widespread. 
The epizootic started on November 14th 
and by June 4th 404 outbreaks had been 
reported: 23,728 cattle, 14,912 sheep, 
9371 pigs and 26 goats had been slaugh- 
tered. This is serious enough, but 
represents only about 0.5% of the home 
meat supply. No estimate of the loss of 
milk has been made. There has also 
been an outbreak ip Jersey. As 1.1§1441 
there has been a clamour in some quarters 
for the cessation of the slaughter policy 
and the associated sanitary measures of 
control, and its replacement by some- 
thing more "scientific," especially vaccina- 
tion. Vaccines are expensive to produce 
and the position is complicated by the fact 
that there are three distinct types of virus, 
and vaccines against one type do not pro- 
tect against the others. It is therefore 
fortunate that responsible persons and 
agricultural organisations in Britain sup- 
port the veterinary profession in the main- 
tenance of the slaughter policy. 
The principles of controlling infectious 
diseases were not understood at the time 
when British livestock were being intro- 
duced into the countries of the New 
World, and they brought various diseases, 
including tuberculosis and pleuro- 
pneumonia with them: there is a record 
of the cow that brought pleuropneumonia 
to Australia in 1858. She expired 
soon after landing, but the disease had 
spread and has been enzootic in Australia 
ever since. Australia has a large popula- 
tion of wild, or semi -wild, dogs, cattle, 
pigs and camels and the difficulty of con- 
trolling pleuropneumonia under existing 
conditions shows how important it is to 
keep the country free of such diseases as 
rabies, cattle plague and foot-and-mouth 
disease. 
The chronic diseases such as tubercu- 
losis are often more difficult to control 
than the acute diseases, but tuberculosis 
has been virtually eradicated from cattle 
in the U.S.A. and the Scandinavian 
countries, and the disease is being brought 
under control in Great Britain and Aus- 
tralia. There arc areas in Denmark and 
the U.S.A. where tuberculosis has been 
virtually eliminated from the human 
population, which shows that we must not 
accept the intvitability of infection with 
the tubercle bacillus as is done in some 
countries where it is still the most im- 
portant cause of death. 
In all these animal diseases, the affected 
individuals have to be slaughtered in 
order to achieve eradication. Where the 
diseases are widespread, vaccination may 
be used to prevent or reduce the severity 
of disease in animals exposed to infection, 
but it is of no value in dealing with 
diseased animals. Chemotherapy has, of 
course, long been used for the treatment 
of certain infectious diseases caused by 
protozoa, and dips used for the control of 
external parasites, which may be harmful 
in themselves, or which transmit diseases 
such as "tick -fever". Within the last 10- 
15 years substances have been developed 
which control and even eliminate bac- 
terial infections so that diseases caused by 
these agents can be eradicated without de- 
stroying affected anim41s, An example of 
this is the common infectious form of 
streptococcal mastitis. Penicillin cures 
the great majority of infected cows, and 
herds can be maintained free of infection 
if proper precautions are taken. In the 
human field sulphone is a cheap and ef, 
fective treatment which slowly cures most 
cases of leprosy and may greatly assist in 
the eventual eradication of this disease. 
It will be seen that much has been 
achieved by the classical methods of Pre- 
ventive Medicine, now aided by chemo- 
therapy, to control the major infectious 
diseases of man and animals, but there are 
many diseases in which errors in diet and 
husbandry permit bacteria already present 
in the body to multiply and produce 
disease. In dealing with these conditions 
it is important to be familiar with the 
methods of controlling infectious diseases 
and with the methods of animal husbandry. 
In the training of veterinary students an at- 
tempt is made to impart a good working 
knowledge of both subjects so that as well 
as keeping the major epizootics under con- 
trol they may assist in reducing the very 
large losses caused by the less spectacular 
diseases. 
SPECIAL MEETING OF THE 
COUNCIL 
Members of the University Council are 
advised that a Special Meeting of the 
Council will he held at the University, 
St. Lucia, on Thursday, 18th September, 
1952, to be preceded by a Fork Dinner, 
commencing at 6.30 p.m. 
Arrangements for Fork Dinner 
The charges for the Fork Dinner will 
be five shilling per person, which will be 
collected at the Refectory, and it is de- 
sired that money should not be forwarded 
prior to the meeting. 
So that catering arrangements may be 
proceeded with, members are requested 
to advise the Registrar not later than 
Monday, 8th September, of their inten- 
tion to he present. 
Transport Arrangements 
Arrangements will be made for a special 
'bus to leave King George Square at 5.30 
p.m., returning from St. Lucia at 9.30 p.m. 
Members are requested to intimate 
whether they will use this means of 
transport. 
Note.-;The Agenda for the above 
meeting will be forwarded at a later date 
to members of the Council within a con- 
venient radius of Brisbane, 
4 August, 1952 
Scholarships fe r ost-Graduate Study and Research 
Associate -Professor E. C. D. Ringrose, B.A., B.Sc., B.Ed., Director of External Studies 
Introduction 
An extremely important feature of 
University development in recent years 
has been the steady increase in the num- 
ber of Scholarships available to post- 
graduate students for study and research in 
Australia and overseas. The holders of 
these Scholarships will doubtless make an 
ever-increasing contribution to" the social, 
political, economic and cultural progress 
of the State and of the Commonwealth. 
In order to promote this object to the 
fullest extent possible it is essential that 
awards should be made to post -graduate 
students of outstanding academic attain- 
ment and ability. 
The object of this article is to outline 
in brief the purpose, conditions and 
emoluments of some of these Scholar- 
ships. They may be conveniently- classi- 
fied in two main categories: (1) General 
Scholarships available to graduates of all 
Faculties or of more than one Faculty, 
(2) Specific Scholarships restricted to a 
specific Faculty or University Depart- 
ment. The list which follows is by no 
means exhaustive. It will be supplemented 
from time to time by additional informa- 
tion in subsequent issues of the University 
Gazette. Full details of the conditions of 
any Scholarship may be obtained on ap- 
plication from The Registrar, University 
of Queensland, George Street, Brisbane. 
General 
The Walter and Eliza Hall Travelling 
Scholarship.-The object of the Scholar- 
ship, which will normally be awarded every 
fourth year, is to enable a graduate to 
undertake post -graduate study and re- 
search. A candidate must be a graduate 
of the University of Queensland of not 
more than five years' standing. The 
Scholarship is tenable for two years and is 
valued at £500 per annum. A supple- 
mentary grant of £100 will be made by the 
Senate until further notice to a Scholar 
undertaking post -graduate work outside 
Australia. 
The Gowrie Scholarship Trust Fund- 
Post - Graduate Research Travelling 
Scholarship.-Two Post -Graduate Re- 
search Travelling Scholarships are offered 
annually to "Members of the Forces" and 
children of "Members of the Forces." 
Candidates are required to furnish all re- 
levant information regarding their edu- 
cational attainments and the post -graduate 
course of work which it is proposed to un- 
dertake. A Scholarship is tenable for"two 
years and the annual emolument is the 
equivalent of £500 sterling. 
Rotary Foundation Fellowship.-The 
purpose of the Fellowship is to assist in 
the advancement of international under- 
standing, good will and peace- by afford- 
ing young men and women of twenty to 
twenty-nine years of age an opportunity to 
undertake advanced study in a country 
other than their own. Applicants must 
either possess a Bachelor's Degree or be 
in the process of completing the last year 
of study for such a Degree. There is no 
arbitrary limitation on the field of study. 
The maximum emolument allowed is 
3,400 dollars. The nominee for each 
Rotary District is selected on the basis of 
scholastic ability, character, leadership 
and service. Each Fellow is expected to 
return to his homeland on completion of 
the Fellowship. 
Shell Post -Graduate Scholarships - 
Travelling Scholarships to United King- 
dom.-The purpose of these Scholarships 
is to enable men under twenty-five years 
of age with Degrees of M.Sc. or better to 
carry out post -graduate work at Oxford; 
Cambridge or London Universities with 
the object of obtaining a Ph.D. or higher 
degree. Applicants, who must be British 
subjects, should submit evidence of apti- 
tude for research and must have read as 
a majors subject Chemistry, Physics, 
Mathematics, Geology, or have taken 
their Degrees in Engineering or Chemical 
Engineering at an Australian University. 
Scholarships are normally tenable for two 
years and are valued at £750 sterling per 
annum. ...,The Shell Company will arrange 
and pay for passages to England for suc- 
cessful candidates. At the end of a 
scholarship period the holder may be 
offered a position with the Shell Petro- 
leum Company in England or overseas. 
Two Scholarships may be awarded in 1952 
with one only normally in succeeding 
years. 
Nuffield Foundation Dominion Travel- 
ling Fellowships.-The purpose of the 
Fellowships is to enable Australian 
graduates of outstanding ability to gain 
experience and training in the United 
Kingdom in their chosen fields with a view 
to the Fellows' equipping themselves to 
take up senior posts in research and teach- 
ing in Australia. The awards available in 
1952 will be: Three Fellowships in 
Medicine; two Fellowships in National 
Sciences; one Fellowship in the Humani- 
ties; one Fellowship in the Social Sciences. 
Candidates must be Australian nationals, 
normally between the ages of twenty-five 
and thirty-five years who hold, preferably, 
a Master's or Doctor's Degree and have 
subsequently had a year or more of teach- 
ing or research experience on the staff of 
a University or comparable institution. A 
Fellowship will normally be tenable for 
one year. The total value of an award 
will vary with needs and 'family respon- 
sibilities Of the holder but will in no case 
be less than £900. 
Post -graduate Scholarships and Fellow- 
ships in the United States.- 
(i) Under the Institute of International 
Education Programme (I.I.E. Pro- 
gramme). 
A Scholarship or Fellowship at 
an American University is located 
for a successful applicant by the In- 
stitute of International Education in 
New York. Since the universities 
actually make the award, these 
Scholarships or Fellowships will 
carry varying monetary value. 
(ii) Under the United States Educational 
Exchange Programme (Smith - 
Mundt Act). 
The United States GoVernment 
has allocated funds under the above 
Act for the purpose of providing 
supplementary dollar aid to Austra- 
lian Research Scholars and Lec- 
turers who wish to engage in ad- 
vanced research or teaching during 
the academic year 1952.53 at 
American Universities or other ap- 
proved institutions of higher learn- 
ing. - These opportunities are of- 
fered in conjunction with United 
States Government Travel Grants 
under the Fulbright Act. It is an- 
ticipated that the number of joint 
awards under the Smith -Mundt and 
Fulbright Acts will be eight to ten 
for the academic year 1952-53. 
The awards will be made by the 
Department of State and the Board 
of Foreign Scholarships acting on 
the advice of subsidiary bodies. 
(iii) Travel Grants - 1952 Fulbright 
Programme. 
Approximately t w e n t y -three 
travel grants will be made to Aus- 
tralian citizens coming within the 
categories of Post - graduate 
Students, Research Scholars and 
Visiting Lecturers who intend to 
study in the United States during 
the academic year, 1952-53. Of 
these, approximately eight awards 
will be made to the combined 
Visiting Lecturer and Research 
Scholar categories. Benefits cover 
return fares from Australian' place 
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of residence to the University in 
the United States at which the 
grantee intends to study. 
Foundation Travelling Scholarships.- 
These Scholarships, which were re- 
instituted in 1946, are financed by funds 
provided by the Queensland Government. 
They are open to graduates only of the 
University of Queensland and are tenable 
for two years. The holder of a Scholar- 
ship shall normally purSue his studies 
outside Australasia along lines and in 
places approved by the Professorial Board. 
A holder of a Scholarship shall, on the 
completion of the Scholarship, serve the 
University, the Education Department or 
some other branch of the State Public 
Service for a period not greater than the 
tenancy of the Scholarship. The present 
emolument of the Scholarship is £A5622. 
Frank Knox Memorial Fellowship at 
Harvard University.-The purpose of this 
Fellowship is to enable a male student 
who is either a graduate or is about to 
graduate and who has spent at least two 
of the last four years at an Australian 
:University to spend the academic year 
1952.53 at Harvard. The Fellow will be 
required to devote the major part of his 
time to study in one of the following 
Faculties: Arts and Sciences, Business, 
Design, Divinity, Education, Law, Public 
Administration, Engineering, Medicine, 
Public Health. Candidates, who will be 
selected on the basis of future promise of 
leadership, will receive an emolument of 
2,400 dollars together with fhe oppor- 
tunity to :apply for a Fulbright Travel 
Grant. 
Australian National University. - 
Scholarships are from time to time avail- 
able in the Research School of Physical 
Sciences. Others are available in the John 
Curtin School of Medical Research, the 
Research School of Pacific Studies 
and the Research School of Social 
Sciences. A few General Scholarships are 
offered. Application forms are available 
from the Registrar of any Australian Uni- 
versity. For further information, appli- 
cations should be made directly to the 
Australian National University. 
Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford.-Resident 
Research Fellowship (unrestricted). £300 
per anpum available for three years when 
vacant for female gradliate. Information 
may be obtained from the Secretary, 
Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford. 
Faculty of Science 
Monsanto (Monsanto Chemical (Aus- 
tralia) Limited) Research Scholarship.- 
The purpose of the Scholarship, which is 
available to graduates in science and 
chemical engineering, is to further ap- 
proved research in these two fields. Fel- 
lows are, in addition, permitted to under- 
take limited teaching work. The Scholar- 
ship is tenable at the University of 
Queensland for one year in the first place 
and may be extended to two years. The 
emolument to be paid to the Scholar for 
the first year is £475, the remainder of the 
amount of £600 4being reserved for pur- 
poses of necessary equipment and facili- 
ties. 
Imperial College of Science and Tech- 
nology - Beit Fellowship for Scientific 
Research.-The purpose of the Beit Fel- 
lowship is to enable the successful candi- 
date to undertake approved research at 
the Imperial College of Science and Tech- 
nology. Applicants must be under 
twenty-five years of age on the date of 
election as a Fellow. A Fellowship is 
tenable for two years and its annual value 
is £500. Information may be obtained 
from the Registrar, Imperial College, 
London, S.W.7. 
Walter and Eliza Hall Fellowship in 
Economic Biology.-The object of the 
Fellowship is to' promote original research 
into problems of economic biology. An 
applicant must be a graduate in Science 
with honours in Zoology or Botany of 
not more than five years' standing from his 
first honours degree. The Scholarship is 
tenable for two years and is valued at 
£375 per annum together with annual 
allowances of £75 for travelling and per- 
sonal expenses and of £50 for the pur- 
chase of equipment and apparatus. 
Imperial Chemical Industries of Austra- 
lia and New Zealand (I.I.I.A.N.Z.) 
ResearchTellowship.-The purpose of the 
Fellowship is to promote knowledge in 
those fields which have some direct re- 
lation to the scientific interests and national 
responsibilities of the I.C.I.A.N.Z., such 
as pure and applied chemistry, bio- 
chemistry, agricultural science, veter- 
inary science, chemotherapy, pharma- 
cology, physics, engineering, mining and 
metallurgy. The Fellow is required to 
conduct research, in his appropriate field 
and to undertake 150 hours of teaching 
work per annum. He is under no ob- 
ligation to study for a higher degree but 
is not precluded therefrom. The Fellow- 
ship, which may be awarded biennially, is 
tenable for two years at the University of 
Queensland and is valued at £600 per 
annum. 
Newnham College, Cambridge. - 
Wheldale-Onslow Research Fellowships 
are available to female graduates for re- 
search work in natural science, preferably 
plant biochemistry. The Fellowship is 
available for three years at £300 per an- 
num plus maintenance. Information from 
the Principal, Newnham College. 
International Federation of University 
Women.-Australian Fellowship. It is 
available to members of National Associa- 
tions of University Women associated 
with the I,F.U.W Senior candidates (age 
28.45) must have published research in 
the last five years; junior candidates (age 
21.28) must have been engaged in re- 
search for one year. £500 for one year 
in Australia. Information may be ob- 
tained from the National Association of 
University Women. 
C.S.I.R.O. Studentships.-Nationals of 
Australia, aged usually under 30, are 
eligible. They must be graduates who, 
show capacity for research and must give 
an option on their services for 
three years after completion. £500 in 
United Kingdom, £1,007 in U.S.A. for 
.married students, plus up to £50 for ap- 
proved visits and expenses in United. 
Kingdom. Information may 'be obtained 
from C.S.I.R.O., 314 Albert Street, East. 
Melboui ne. 
University of London - Bedford Col- 
lege for Women.-Post-graduate research 
Fellowships. The period is one ,year at 
£300 per annum for women graduates, 
who must give evidence of capacity for 
original research. Information may be 
obtained from the Secretary, Bedford 
College for Women,. University of Lon- 
don, Regent's Park, London, N.W.I. 
I.C.I. Research Scholarships.-:These 
are available in physical chemistry, bio- 
chemistry and colloid chemistry. Nationals 
of all countries are eligible, and must teach 
in University in which they work. Ap- 
proximately £800 per annum, time not 
specified. Information may be obtained 
from the Registrar, University Registry, 
Oxford. 
Girton College, Cambridge. Tucker 
- 
Price Research Fellowship.-This is open 
to female graduates of all Universities in 
Mathematics and Natural Sciences. £300 
per annum with free residence for three 
years. Information may be obtained from 
the Secretary, Girton College, Cambridge. 
Faculty of Engineering 
Walter and Eliza'Hall Engineering Re- 
search Fellowship.-The purpose of the 
Fellowship is to ' enable distinguished 
graduates of two or three years' but of not 
more than five years' standing to obtain 
special experience abroad. The tenureoof 
the Fellowship is three years, the first two 
of which shall be spent abroad, and the 
third at the 
. University of Queensland. 
The annual value of the Fellowship, 
which is available every third year, is , 
£500 (Australian). 
Federation of British Industries Over- 
seas Engineering Scholarships.-Eleven 
Scholarships are available for the purpose 
of providing practical training for selected 
Australian Engineering Graduates in in- 
dustrial works in the United Kingdom.. 
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Candidates must have had twelve months' 
practical experience in industry or twelve 
months' post -graduate training in a Uni- 
versity. The Scholarships are tenable for 
two years, subject to satisfactory progress 
being made during the first year. Adequate 
living allowances are provided together 
with free passages to and from the United 
Kingdom. 
The Zinc Corporation Scholarship.- 
The purpose of the Scholarship is to 
promote research in some mining, metal- 
lurgical or geological subject. It is avail- 
ble to students in the final year of Min- 
ing or Metallurgical Engineering who de- 
sire to undertake research after gradua- 
tion. The Scholarship is tenable for one 
year and carries an emolument of £150. 
Faculty of Agriculture 
Robert Philp Scholarship. - The 
Scholarship is awarded annually to a 
graduate in Agriculture of the University 
of Queensland. The award is based on 
academic record and general suitability to 
carry out research. The Scholar is re- 
quired to work under the direction of the 
Faculty of Agriculture. The Scholarship 
valued at £100 and is tenable for twelve 
months. 
The Edwin Munro Scholarship in Agri- 
cultural Science.-The. Scholarship is open 
to a present or former student of the 
Faculty who is about to proceed to the 
Honours course as a full-time student. The 
Scholar is selected on the basis of general 
proficiency throughout the course. The 
value of the Scholarship varies according 
to the capital available, and the Scholar- 
ship is tenable for one year. 
Faculty of Veterinary Science 
Department of Agriculture and Stock.- 
One Scholarship may be awarded annually 
to a fourth year student to enable him to 
undertake one year of post -graduate work 
prior to his appointment to the Sheep and 
Wool Branch of the Department of Agri- 
culture and Stock. 
Frederick Z. Eager Post -graduate Fel- 
lowship in Veterinary Science.-This will hc for the purpose of research into 
methods of increasing animal production. 
The Fellowship will be available for two 
years, which may be extended to three. 
Faculty of Dentistry 
No Scholarships are available to post- 
graduate students of the Faculty of Den- 
tistry. Appropriate steps are being taken 
to promote research activities within the 
Faculty and it is anticipated that Post- 
graduate Scholarships will be founded in 
.due course. 
Faculty of Education 
Imperial Relations Trust Fellowships.- 
Two Fellowships are normally awarded 
each year to candidates from the Com- 
monwealth of Australia. The Fellow- 
ships are tenable at the University of 
London Institute of Education for one 
year. The purpose of the Fellowships is 
to enable experienced teachers and edu- 
cationists to undertake educational studies 
of an advanced character which are 
relevant to the educational problems of 
their own country. A "Fellow" is under 
an obligation to return to educational ser- 
vice in his own country. The emolument 
of a Fellowship is £500 together with a 
special travel grant of £50. 
Faculty of Architecture 
No Scholarships are available exclusively 
to post -graduate students of the Faculty of 
Architecture. 
Faculty of Commerce 
No Scholarships are available exclusively 
to post -graduate students of the Faculty of 
Commerce. 
Faculty of Law 
No Scholarships are available exclusively 
to post -graduate students of the Faculty of 
Law. 
Faculty of Arts 
No Scholarships are available exclusively 
to post -graduate students of the Faculty of 
Arts. 
Faculty of Medicine 
The following Scholarships are avail- 
able:- 
The Nuffield Scholarship 
The Rockefeller Scholarship 
The Mayo Clinic Fellowship. 
Details of the Nuffield Scholarship have 
been given previously. Details of the con- 
ditions of the Rockefeller and Mayo Clinic 
Fellowships are at present unavailable but 
will be published when they come to hand. 
UNIVERSITY APPOINTMENTS 
BOARD 
Graduates of the University are re- 
minded that they may register with the 
Appointments Board (University, George 
Street) at no cost. Information supplied 
by the Board is of various kinds-posi- 
tions vacant and suited to graduates, 
grants available for post -graduate re- 
search, scholarships already existing or 
forthcoming, and other such information 
often not easily accessible. 
SCIENCE DISPLAYS, 1952 
Two very successful Science Displays 
were held this year, one at St. Lucia on 
April 16th and the other at George Street 
on June 25th. This is the second year 
that two. displays have been held and the 
scheme enables the otherwise isolated St. 
Lucia Departments to take part in this 
University function. The purpose of the 
displays is to present to the layman in a 
popular fashion the story of Science, and 
in particular those aspects of the sciences 
that affect him closely. The students, 
who themselves are just learning the fas- 
cination of science, are well suited to pass 
on this knowledge in a manner that can 
readily be appreciated. 
His Excellency the Governor visited the 
St. Lucia Display and it is believed that 
this was his first official visit to the new 
University. His Excellency showed a keen 
interest in all displays and congratulated 
the convenor, Mr. John Jones. on the 
students' work. The Lord Mayor also 
visited the Display, and in all over one 
thousand people were present. The dis- 
plays consisted of the following: Geology, 
Chemistry, Applied Science, Agriculture, 
Psychology, and Mechanical Engineering. 
The .latter display was presented for the 
first time at St. Lucia and was organised 
by Mr. Garth Fraser. 
The George Street Display. as before 
proved very popular, and was organised 
again this year by Mr. David Tranter. The 
displays were: Physics, Botany, Entomo- 
logy, Zoology, Physiology, Engineering 
(including Mining and Chemical), Archi- 
tecture and Dentistry. Unfortunately the 
Physiology Display could not be presented 
in the Physiology building but the students 
managed to present their display else- 
where. It is hoped that the building will 
be available next year. 
The Physics Display was extremely 
popular. The students had been working 
on this display for months in practical 
classes with the support of the Physics 
Department. Most of the apparatus was 
constructed by the students themselves. 
It is ideal that the whole display be pre-' 
pared by the students, but such encour- 
agement from the Departments is highly 
desirable. 
A Chemical Engineering Display was 
presented for the first time this year and 
the Dentistry Display was again very 
popular with the public, stressing as it did 
the care of teeth. 
These displays have become established 
functions of the University and go some 
way toward creating a higher regard for 
the undergraduate student. 
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Alec Douglas McGill, Q 
The University has re- 
ceived with profound regret 
the news of the sudden death 
on the 6th July, 1952, of its 
Deputy Chancellor, Mr. Alec 
Douglas McGill, Q.C. 
His passing will be a very 
serious loss to the Senate of 
the University and to the 
legal profession in which he 
had been for many years the 
acknowledged Leader of the 
Queensland Bar. Mr. McGill 
was born in Ipswich on the 
2nd January, 1886. He was 
one of the many successful 
legal practitioners whose for- 
mative years were spent 
in that town, perhaps the 
most famous of whom was 
the late Mr. Justice Patrick 
Real, formerly Senior Puisne 
Judge of the Supreme Court 
of Queensland. 
From the Ipswich Grammar 
School Mr. McGill went to 
St. Andrew's College, Syd- 
ney, and graduated B.A. of 
the University of Sydney in 
1908. His next two years 
were spent as Classical Master at Cooer- 
wull Academy, Bbwenfels, New South 
Wales. Returning to Queensland he 
read in the Chambers of Mr. P. B. 
McGregor and was called to the Queens- 
land Bar in June, 1911. 
Equipped with a sound knowledge of 
legal principle and habits of industry and 
with a speaking voice of unusual volume, 
Mr. McGill soon acquired a substantial 
practice at the Junior Bar. He was ap- 
pointed a King's Counsel in June, 1934, 
and for the last twenty-five years of his life 
he was engaged in the majority of the more 
important cases which came before the 
C . 
BORN IN IPSWICH, 2nd JANUARY, 1886 
DIED IN BRISBANE, 6th JULY, 1952 
law, how- 
ever, was never confined to the practice of 
his profession as a means of earning a liv- 
ing. He took an active part in the work of 
the Law Council of Australia and was 
President of the Fourth Australian Law 
Convention which was held in Brisbane in 
1939. He was also actively associated with 
the Faculty of Law of the University of 
Queensland, not only in the period in 
which he was a member of the Senate of 
the University, but in earlier years, and he 
was ever alive to the opportunities for 
Public Service which the profession of the 
law afforded. 
Supreme Court. His interest in 
- For some years he filled an 
important role in the political 
life of this State. as President 
of the Country and Progres- 
sive National Organisation but 
he never entered Parliament 
although he was a candidate 
for election in 1926. 
He was first elected to the 
Senate of the University in 
February, 1935, and served 
thereafter continuously as a 
Senator until his death. In 
April, 1946, he was elected 
Deputy Chancellor, an Office 
which he held to the end of 
his career. As Deputy Chan- 
cellor he was an ex -officio 
member of most of the Stand- 
ing Committees of the Senate, 
amongst others the Adminis- 
tration and Finance, Buildings 
and Grounds, Library and 
Publications Committes. He 
was also a member of various 
Select Committees appointed 
by the University and Chair- 
man of the Select Committee 
appointed to consider facilities 
for the training of Medical 
Students, and as Deputy Chancellor he 
was also a member of the Senate's Vaca- 
tion Executive Committee. He was not 
only continuously a member of the 
Faculty of Law during the period of his 
membership of the Senate, but he also 
acted as Dean of the Faculty for a term. 
The death of his only son who was 
killed in France in 1944 while on Active 
Service as a Flying Officer of the Royal 
Australian Air Force dealt a very heavy 
blow to his family life. 
The whole University will join with 
his widow and daughters in mourning the 
loss which they have sustained by his 
death. N.M. 
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The Remedial Education Centre 
J. A. Richardson, M.A., Deputy -Director of the Centre 
John is an intelligent 10 year old boy 
in Grade IV of a Brisbane School. His 
aft:1 inments in reading and spelling are 
eq ivalent to those of the average seven 
year old; in arithmetic he has made better 
progress but is still below the level which 
might reasonably be expected in view of 
his ability. His behaviour in class is bad 
he is inattentive, restless and a disturb- 
ing influence on the others. -He has been 
involved in several bullying episodes and 
recently has been suspected of stealing 
from the other children. He presents the 
teachers with an intractable problem. 
There are others like John. Not all have 
drawn attention to themselves by be- 
haviour such as his. But, year after year, 
they drift on through the school, never 
realising the promise of their native in- 
telligence, perhaps seeking compensation 
for their failure in anti -social directions, 
perhaps developing into fearful, uncertain 
adolescents. At the worst they may be- 
come delinquents; at best they represent 
a gross wastage of potential ability. 
The number of ,such children is much 
greater than is generally realised. Research 
in Britain and America has shown that 
approximately 30 per cent. of those children 
who fail in their school work do so for 
reasons other than lack of ability. There 
is reason' to think that the position is 
similar in Australia, though here little has 
been done hitherto,in the field of scholastic 
retardation either in ascertaining its extent 
or in devising effective means of reducing it. 
Certainly any teacher will testify to the 
magnitude of this problem and to the 
necessity for some specialised agency to 
tackle it scientifically. 
Functions of the Centre 
The primary function of the Remedial 
Education Centre, recently established by 
Professor F. J. Schonell as part of the 
Faculty of Education, is that it seeks to 
provide help for those children of normal 
or above normal intelligence who are so 
retarded in one or more of the basic sub. 
jccts (reading; spelling, written English, 
and arithmetic or mathematics) as to 
make it difficult for teachers in the 
ordinary schools to help them effectively. 
In addition, the Centre offers a service to 
those intelligent pupils whether from 
primary or secondary schools who, because. 
of some form of maladjustment, are not 
making the best use of their potential 
power in any field of school work. Sec- 
ondly, in conjunction with this work, it is 
planned to make a thorough investigation 
into: (a) all factors entering into the 
scholastic difficulties of intelligent children 
with the long term object of ascertaining 
what can be done to reduce their in- 
cidence; (b) the remedial teaching pro- 
cedures best suited to particular types of 
disability. The third major concern of the 
Centre is to provide long and short term 
training courses for teachers, educational 
psychologists and others concerned with 
the problem of failure in the school. In 
this respect the Centre can well make a 
unique contribution in the field of train- 
ing already students from New Zealand 
and other Australian States have come to 
Brisbane to take the special courses of- 
fered here. The Centre is the only one of 
its type in the Southern Hemisphere at- 
tached to a University. It is attempting 
for the first time to provide a service, at 
once educational and social, which is badly 
needed. 
At present the Centre is accommodated 
in part of the old Governor's residence in 
the George Street part of the University. 
As would be expected with such an illus- 
trious origin, the situation is excellent. 
Access is easy from all parts of the town 
and the nearby Botanical Gardens pro- 
vide not only a wonderful view but grand 
future possibilities for remedial and 
therapeutic work. Actual working facili- 
ties are at present cramped. Of three 
available rooms, one is occupied by the 
psychologist (who is Deputy -Director of 
the Centre) and serves for testing, inter- 
viewing, storing of books and teaching ap- 
paratus and other miscellaneous pur- 
poses; the second serves as a lecture and 
teaching room; the third makes provision 
for play therapy with pupils in need of 
such expressional activities, and in its 
quieter moments provides an office and 
interviewing room for the Centre's Social 
Worker, Mrs. F. Marles. The tally of the 
present staff is completed by a graduate 
secretary -typist and remedial teacher, Miss 
L. Kruse. Expansion of staff and facilities 
is an urgent necessity if the Centre is to 
meet effectively the growing demands 
upon it. 
Procedure at the Centre 
Cases are referred to- the Centre from 
three main sources-by the Principals of 
Private Schools; from the Research and 
Guidance Branch of the Department of 
Public Instruction and from the Psychia- 
tric Clinic. A few children have also 
been referred directly by their parents or 
by Doctors. Up to the present approxi- 
mately 50 per cent. of the cases have come 
from State Schools and 50 per cent. from 
private denominational schools. The work 
is not confined to Brisbane children. Cases 
have already found their way to the 
Centre from Ipswich, Toowoomba, Acacia 
Plateau, Pittsworth and towns in northern 
New South Wales. Arrangements have 
been made for several children, whose 
homes are outside daily travelling distance 
of the Centre, to stay in Brisbane, attend 
local schools and come in for regular 
periods of remedial teaching. The pupils 
accepted are between the ages of five and 
sixteen and, save in exceptional circum- 
stances, are restricted to those whose edu- 
cational failure or maladjustment is not 
primarily due to mental sub -normality or 
to' a complex neurotic condition. The 
latter are more properly dealt with at the. 
Psychiatric Clinic. 
Diagnosis of the causal conditions for 
each individual's difficulties is detailed and 
frequently extends over four or five ses- 
sions. It has four main aspects: 
(1) A- thorough diagnostic study of the 
child and his scholastic difficulties carried 
out by the psychologist. First an attempt 
is made to obtain a reliable assessment of 
the child's capacity by three intelligence 
tests using different media, verbal, non- 
verbal paper and pencil, and concrete, 
manipulative material. Secondly, a full 
battery of standardised attainment tests is 
administered to give a profile of each 
child's achievements in all the basic sub- 
jects. His particular difficulties are then 
explored by the appropriate diagnostic 
tests. The results of the latter, together 
with the information derived throughout 
the tests and interviews on his interests 
and aptitudes, form the basis of remedial 
teaching if it is subsequently undertaken. 
Finally, this side of the work may be sup- 
plemented by assessments of personality 
by the use of projection tests or in in- 
formal situations at the Centre. 
(2) An environmental study covering 
as far as possible the whole of the child's 
out of school life, personal and family his- 
tory and present circumstances. This is 
carried out by the Social Worker, in the . 
first instance by interviews with the 
parents at the Centre; later, where it is 
considered necessary, by visits to the home 
and neighbourhood. This work is not 
only diagnostic, but often has an im- 
portant therapeutic value in those cases 
where difficulties are caused or aggravated 
by home tensions or too exacting parental 
standards and expectations. 
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(3) A survey of possible educational 
factors in the pupil's disability. This is 
covered by a Confidential Report from 
the school, by interview with the parents 
and, not least important, from the child's 
own accounts. It is often amplified and 
followed up by a personal visit to the 
school and direct contact with the class 
teacher. 
(4) An investigation of physical factors 
as possible sources of failure. A thorough 
medical examination is carried out by the 
School Medical Officer who in every case 
sends.to the Centre a detailed report on a 
form drawn up conjointly by himself and 
the Deputy -Director. Where the child's 
hearing is suspect he is sent for an auditory 
examination carried out by means of a 
pure tone audiometer, for there is a 
definite connection between a slight loss in 
hearing in the upper frequencies of sound 
and slowness in learning to read and spell. 
If such a weakness is revealed, special 
remedial measures are necessary. Every 
case is also screened for visual difficulties 
by examination with the Keystone Tele- 
binocular which reveals weaknesses not 
thrown up by the ordinary Snellen type 
examination and which, though not com- 
mon, may be important causes of back- 
wardness in individual cases. 
Up to July, after being in full opera- 
tion for two terms, the difficulties of over 
60 children had been diagnosed by the 
methods outlined. Analysis of the fac- 
tors, other than sub -normal intelligence, 
which appear to have contributed to their 
backwardness, reveals the following pat- 
tern: Physical factors appear as a major 
cause in 18 per cent. and as a minor cause 
in 36 per cent. of the cases; social factors 
are of outstanding significance, being of 
primary importance in 45 per cent. and 
entering as minor causes into 52 per cent. 
of the cases; the corresponding figures for 
purely educational factors are 21 per cent. 
and 42 per cent. Specific mental weak- 
nesses in auditory or visual discrimination 
and recall of word sounds appear in .28 
per cent. of the cases. In almost every 
child so far examined, the position is com- 
plicated by emotional difficulties and be- 
haviour problems which are either asso- 
ciated with retardation as symptoms of 
some 'underlying trouble or tension, or 
have arisen as a result of the child's school 
failure. 
Remedial Treatment 
In those cases in which diagnosis reveals 
that the major cause of backwardness is 
sub -normal mental ability, no further 
action is taken other than the sending .of 
a report to the referring agency in which 
suggestions are made as to the best means 
of helping the child. In every case of 
genuine retardation (i.e., backwardness 
due to causes other than intelligence) a 
case conference of the Centre's staff under 
Professor Schonell's guidance decides on 
the most appropriate remedial measures. 
An initial report outlines the findings, 
makes recommendations and proposes, 
where it is possible, -that the child should 
come into the centre for regular periods 
of treatment. The procedure followed in 
remedial treatment has . to' be adapted to 
the indiVidual's difficulties and is very 
flexible. Sometimes the child's troubles 
can be resolved by remedial teaching. 
alone; often it is desirable to have a period 
of creative or expressional activity such as 
painting or dramatic work (which is 
covered by the omnibus term "play 
therapy") running parallel to the teach- 
ing. Not infrequently when the main 
cause of the child's difficulties lies in the 
home situation, advice and guidance- is 
given to parents on the best ways of alle- 
viating the situation. In a few cases, where 
marked conflicts and tensions have arisen 
because of social or educational - causes, 
play therapy is necessary before any at- 
tempt to help with the scholastic failings 
can profitably be made. Play therapy is 
carried out at present under the super- 
vision of Mrs. Marles in two sessions 
weekly. It consists broadly of making. 
available to the children all kinds cf pro- 
jective play materials --puppetry, _ clay 
modelling, sand, painting, dramatics, con- 
structional toys in wood and plastic-and 
giving freedom to experiment and choose 
for themselves individually or as members 
of a group, s taiatiOns and outlets which 
have therapeutic value. 
Remedial teaching is at present shared 
by all members of the Centre staff and by 
students taking courses in the Faculty of 
Education. Each case is discussed fully 
and lines of attack on the child's difficul- 
ties are suggested to the teacher who 
works under the general direction of the 
Deputy -Director. Teaching is individual 
or carried out with small groups of two or 
three children in weekly or twice weekly 
sessions. Actual methods area determined 
by the nature of the child's difficulties as 
revealed by diagnostic tests. In reading 
for example, a...combination of word and 
phrase whole methods with short periods 
of practice aimed at specific weaknesses in 
phonic analysis or, synthesis or at in- 
creasing the pupil's 
- ability to discriminate 
word or letter patterns may be used. With 
other children the main effort may be 
directed towards increasing their powers 
of comprehension or speed of reading by 
carefully constructed exercises. In all 
cases the work is based upon readers (such 
as the "Happy Venture" series, the 
"Wide Range Readers," the "Janet and 
John" Books, the "Escalator Readers" and 
"The Pathfinder" Books) which have a 
controlled vocabulary and sentence struc- 
ture suited to various reading levels and 
at the same time a subject content de- 
signed to appeal to the older backward 
pupils. 
In arithmetic, many cases require re - 
teaching in fundamental rules or specific 
number combinations; others have failed 
to grasp particular methods long - 
division, manipulation of money, tackling 
problems, etc. Methods used are direct 
teaching and intensive practice on parti- 
cular processes, the use of 'practice cards, 
number games and self -teaching devices of 
various kinds. In spelling and written 
English Similar remedial procedures are 
followed. In all cases an attempt is made 
to relate the work to the child's own in- 
terests or to centre it round some project 
or activity. Parents usually co-operate 
willingly in the remedial work. One or 
two weekly periods at the Centre itself 
are, of course, insufficient to put right the 
child's educational difficulties within a 
reasonable period. He is therefore usually 
asked to do a small amount of reading or 
other work at home under the guidance 
of his parents, who are carefully in- 
structed on the methods by which it 
should be carried out. A standard form 
of "Suggestions for Parents Helping 
Children with Their Remedial Work" is 
supplemented by detailed directions to 
meet the individual case. 
The length of the course of remedial 
treatment given at the Centre varies with 
the complexity of the problem. Periodic 
reviews by means of standardised tests are 
made of the child's progress until he has 
reached achievement levels consonant with 
his abilities. A second report is then sent 
to the school detailing the results achieved, 
making any further recommendations 
which may be necessary and requesting 
the teacher's assessment of the child's im- 
provement in, his work and in his social 
and emotional adjustment. Finally, it is 
intended to carry out a follow up study 
'six months after discharge to ascertain the 
permanency of the Centre's work. 
The programme outlined is detailed and 
arduous and at present in an experimental 
stage. There is, however, no doubt at all 
that it is completely justified-from the 
viewpoint of the community in so far as 
potential ability is realised and potential 
mental ill -health and unhappiness is 
avoided; from the viewpoint of education 
in Australia in so far as the University of 
Queensland Remedial Education Centre 
provides a unique experimental approach 
to an outstanding problem; from the view- 
point of research for'which the opportuni- 
ties are excellent; and, perhaps most im- 
portant of all, from the viewpoint of the 
individual child who gains in self- 
confidence and happiness as his weak- 
nesses are eliminated and his chances of 
successful adjustment to life are realised, 
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class -work and publication, to prepare 
models and other special equipment and 
to help with the regular reading and 
record maintenance of the meteorological 
instruments will also be necessary in the 
near future: He, too, will require a suit- 
able work -room. And not least will be 
the need for an additional geography 
room-equipped with mapping tables and 
suitable map presses and cupboards-for 
senior students. It is most desirable that 
senior students should have a room with- 
in easy reach ofe both library and map - 
room where they can carry out their as- 
signments and their practical work, and 
with day and evening students reading 
three Parts of Geography, the prevention 
of time -table clashes will make it difficult 
to avoid holding more than one Practical 
Class at the same hour. For this reason 
also, the use of an additional class -room 
will be required. 
It will he appreciated that the work in- 
volved in establishing the department 
has not left much time kr research, and 
a good deal of my own spare time has 
hitherto been.spent in familiarising myself 
at first hand with the basic pattern of 
South-eastern Queensland's geographical 
features. it is a salutary experience fora 
geographer to come to a new land. Armed 
as he is with the techniques of regional 
analysis and as much information as he 
could gather, he always has plenty of sur- 
prises and plenty to learn. For a time he 
is in "Looking -Glass -Country." On a 
first visit to the inland, standing on one 
ci the lone hills and looking down on to 
the flat and open bush, he may well say, as 
Alice did, "Principal rivers, there are 
none. Principal mountains I'm standing 
Sul the only one, but I don't think it's got 
any name. Principal towns-why what are 
those creatures making honey down there? 
They can't be bees ---nobody ever saw bees 
a mile off . . ." 
This process of .orientation, however, 
must he quickly followed by reflection and 
analysis, and a choice made among the 
problems that appeal most to one's train- 
ing and inclination. My own choice has 
been the study of the functions performed 
by the cities of Southern and Central 
Queensland for their large rural hinter- 
lands-the operation. of the curious sys- 
tem that is typical of southern -hemisphere 
countries in which the majority of people 
.!re city dwellers who live mainly by pro- 
cessing and handling country and im- 
ported produce and performing various 
services for the small minority who pro- 
duce the basic wealth of the land. This 
involves, of course, a study of country as 
well as city to plot accurately the space 
.oid functional relations between producer, 
prowascr, wholesaler and consumer of the 
various classes of commodities, and an in- 
vestigation of anomalies in the regional 
distribution of both -primary and second- 
ary. industries, and the potentialities for 
further development. 
Mr. Tweedie's choice is the examina- 
tion . of the geographical distribution and 
regional significance of drought in 
Tropical Australia. His plans include the 
delimitation of the "moisture problem" 
areas by measurement with Thornthwaite 
evapotra.nspirometers of water losses from 
natural surfaces, and an investigation of 
the relationships of drought hazards and 
agricultural practices, and the incidence 
and effects on land use of bush fires. 
While writing of the present, mention 
must also be made of the importance of 
-geographical teaching in secondary 
schools as a needful component of a 
general education, -and a desirable pre- 
requisite for university geography courses 
of appropriate standard. A good deal has 
been achieved during the past 18 months 
in the way of modification to school syl- 
labuses, discussions with teachers, guid- 
ance offered in papers in teachers' journals 
and training of graduate students in the 
Faculty of Education in geography teach- 
ing method, and it is hoped that the fruits 
of this may be reaped in the enhanced 
value of school geographical work to 
pupils and the improved qualifications of 
future geographical freshmen. 
As regards the future, I hope 
that the second phase of depart- 
mental development may encompass two 
objectives - the establishment of an 
Honours course and the inclusion of 
Geography I and II as approved courses 
for a. Science degree. The need of the 
good, students for fuller and more ad- 
vanced work than can be offered to those 
who are content to read for an -Ordinary- 
degree will need no emphasis from me as 
it applies equally to geography and to 
any other, university subject. I have al- 
ready suggested that trained geographers 
are useful people in many fields of busi- 
ness, public administration and in a num- 
ber of professional services, and it is no 
secret that the shortage of adequately 
trained geography school -teachers in 
Queensland is a serious one. Moreover, 
there is an effective as well as a potential 
demand for an Honours course. A num- 
ber of my present students and several 
prospective ones make a habit of asking 
me about this. And the benefits both to 
student and, I hope, to the department's 
reputation could be achieved at com- 
paratively small cost in terms of additional 
staff and equipment. 
The question of geography as an option 
for students of Science as well as those of 
Arts and Commerce is so widely accepted 
in overseas universities that no especial 
pleading from me seems to be justified: 
For geography is, more than any other 
subject, one that links the arts and the 
sciences. It is a blend of natural and 
social science, a discipline that makes pos- 
sible the introduction of the physical world 
to the humanist, and the economic and 
cultural activities of man to the natural 
scientist, and teaches the close mutual re- 
lationships between man and the physical 
world. The Part I course - concerned 
with general principles is equally suit- 
able for students in either Faculty. In 
the Part -II course, it- might be helpful to 
allow science students if they wish to sub- 
stitute the third year course in climatology 
for the second year economic geography 
lectures. Otherwise, no changes would 
be required. Physics; Geology, Botany 
and Geography are as companionable bed- 
fellows as History, Economics, Political 
Science and Geography. And there are 
many who would argue that Geography 
plus a combination of other natural and 
social sciences provides a stimulating and 
valuable undergraduate education.. 
The introduction of Phase 3 is beyond 
the range of immediate planning, but the 
vision of a fully-fledged department with 
graduate students and research labora- 
tories, with alternative options and staff - 
exchanges is worth working to achieve, 
and I am sure that it would prove to be 
of service to Queensland. Perhaps, one 
day, a Geography Building at St. Lucia 
might become translated from an unten- 
anted castle in the air to a well-appointed 
reality of stone and glass. There are many 
precedents for it. 
COMMONWEALTH UNIVERSITIES 
YEAR BOOK 
The 1952 edition of the Commonwealth 
Universities Year Book is now available. 
Copies may be obtained from the Secre- 
tary, Association of Universities of the 
British Commonwealth, 5 Gordon Square, 
London, W.C.1. Price, £1/8/-, plus 1/5 
postage and packing. 
BENEFACTION 
The sum of £3,000 has been given to 
the University by Miss M. E. Wippell 
for the purpose of establishing a Fellow- 
ship in Veterinary Science, to enable post- 
graduate research to be carried on into 
methods of increasing animal production. 
The Fellowship will serve to perpetuate 
the name of the late Frederick Z. Eager. 
It is to be called the Frederick Z. Eager 
Post -graduate Fellowship in Veterinary 
Science; and will be awarded by the 
Senate on the recommendation of the 
Faculty of Veterinary Science. 
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